MERCERIZING OF CLOTH
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In fact, the cloth at this point, that is to say, when the treatment with acid
is carried out, sho\vs a tendency to stretch out somewhat, rather than
contract.

(6) A final finishing operation, usually employing a softening com-
pound for the purpose of neutralizing any excess of acid, and also for the
purpose of softening the fiber, which is rendered rather harsh by the
treatment with the caustic soda as well as the acid baths. This operation
xnay be considered as completing the mercerizing process proper. The
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processes of calendering, stiffening, embossing, etc., which may follow
after the mercerizing, are to be considered further processes of finishing,
and cannot be Included within the scope of the mercerizing itself.
The boiling-out of cloth for mercerizing has to be done with more care
and thoroughness than is the case with yarn. This is on account of the
fact that the impurities in cloth are of a different character and of much
greater amount than with yarn. While yarn has only the natural impuri-
ties of the fiber, cloth contains a quantity of sizing used for facilitating
the weaving operations. This siase consists of various mixtures of starch,
fate, snd gums, and is somewhat difficult to remove thoroughly. There-